
By Chellesie B. Dancer 
 
Never been to conference before?  
Then here are some things to know 
before you go.   
  
1. When you check in at the Confer-
ence, they'll give you a badge, and a 
book tote with the conference 
schedule, notepad, pen, etc. 
 
2. If you plan on carrying that tote, 
and especially if you're sharing a 
room, bring a permanent marker to 
label your bag since they all are the 
same. 
 
3. Instead of a regular purse, you 
may want to bring a large all-
purpose bag with pockets for your 
business cards, and the ones you 
will collect from others. You may 
also want to be sure it is big enough 
for: a notebook, several pens, lots of 
books (which you’ll get for free eve-
rywhere you go at conference), 

snacks, a light sweater or suit jacket 
and make-up. 
 
4. Bring business cards of some 
sort, and pass them out whenever 
you meet anyone.  You'll need 2-5 
dozen, depending on how assertive 
you are at passing them out. 
(VistaPrint.com offers some very 
inexpensive business cards, even 
some 'free' ones where I believe you 
only pay shipping.) 
 
5. How to dress: There is a huge 
variety of clothing styles there, many 
women dress up, some wear cute 
trendy jeans, and many just wear 
knit separates.  The recommenda-
tion is 'business casual,' so that 
gives you a good range.  Make sure 
you wear comfortable shoes for 
the workshops-they are long days 
with a lot of walking in a huge hotel.  
For appointments with editors 
and agents, a suit is appropriate, 
but it's most important that you wear 
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Calendar of Things to 
Remember: 

 Dinner Buddies    
—7PM Daily (Hotel 
Lobby):  For anyone 
who would like to go to 
dinner with a LARA 
member, a LARA Board 
Member will be in the 
Hotel Lobby at 7PM 
each day.   

 Literacy Autograph-
ing—Wednesday 
5:30PM to 7:30PM.  

 Janet Evanovich: Open-
ing Session—Thursday 
8:30AM to 10:15AM 

 Linda Howard: Lunch-
eon—Thursday 
12:15PM to 2:00PM 

 Moonlight Madness 
Bazaar—Thursday 
8:00PM to Midnight 

 Eloisa James: Lunch-
eon—Friday 12:15PM 
to 2:00PM 

 Editor/Agent Appoint-
ments—Friday 9:00AM 
to 5:30PM 

 See Page 4 for Full 
Schedule, including 
Meals and Book Sign-
ings Schedules 

Looking forward to your first confer-
ence?  You should be.  This is the 
one event that will make you glad you 
are an author.  This one event will 
feel like coming home for many of 
you.  But to get the best experience 
possible, keep the following in mind:   

 Do not be afraid to stand up in 
the middle of a workshop and 
leave if you do not like the class.  
Speakers will assume that you 
have an editor/agent appoint-
ment, so they will not draw atten-
tion to you as you leave.  You 

(Continued on page 3) 
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something you feel good in.  And for any cocktail 
party, the Divas Dinner, and the Saturday night 
gala, dressy evening clothes are a must. 
 
6. Wear your badge all the time-it's your ticket 
into most things, and people will introduce them-
selves everywhere you go.  They are extra helpful 
when they see your 'first-timer' ribbon. 
 
7.  For First Timers, you will find a ribbon in your 
packet that says “First Timer.”  Put that ribbon on 
your badge and wear it proudly.  When you do, 
EVERYONE will talk to you—agents, editors, 
even Bestselling Authors.  So, if you are afraid of 
approaching people at all, this is your conference 
ice breaker.   
 
8.  Talk to anyone, everyone.  Agents and editors 
are there to meet authors, so don't be afraid to talk 
to them.  Just don't corner them in the restroom, or 
act like a stalker. The same goes for your favorite 
authors, they love to hear that you enjoy their 
books, and are happy to give autographs.  Even 
Nora Roberts will chit-chat with you! 
 
9. Go to the spotlight of any editor with whom you 
have an appointment, or go see them on a panel at 
a workshop.  That goes for agents too.  You'll be 
more comfortable at your appointment, and then 
you can ask a good question, or make an comment 
and they'll be pleased you did your homework.  If 
you’re pitching to Harlequin, they have podcasts 
with many of their editors here http://
www.eharlequin.com/store.html?cid=749. 
 
10. Do try going to an appointment, even if that 
agent or publisher isn't a good match for you—it’s 
good practice. 
 
11. If you didn’t get an appointment, or specifi-
cally want one with someone in particular, you 
can show up during their appointment time and 

check for cancellations, or just wait.  If some-
one doesn’t show you can jump in. 
 
12. Practice your pitch with a friend, it’ll help you 
more than you would guess! 
 
13. Keep in touch with LARA folks, they'll keep you 
'in the know.'  Especially since most of the time, 
you will be doing things on your own.  The confer-
ence space is so big, you will not see LARA mem-
bers very often.  (Email Erica at 
etnsuz@yahoo.com for a Phone List of Conference 
Attendees.)    
 
14. Volunteer at workshops to meet new people, 
including the presenters!  Sign up on arrival, or 
ahead of time online at RWANational.org. 
 
15. Online at RWANational.org, check your regis-
tration to make sure your badge has whatever 
name you want to go by.  Below your name, add 
LARA and any other groups you belong to. (The 
title line is for Board 
members.) 
 
16. While you are there, check out the conference 
FAQ! 
 
17. Consider bringing an extra duffel bag...or 
else leave lots of space in your suitcase.  Even if 
you do not purchase any books, you'll still end up 
with about a dozen or more free books, depending 
on what you attend.  You can also buy books at the 
literacy signing or on-site bookstore.  You may want 
to ship them home from conference, instead of car-
rying them.  (There's always a shipping desk set-up 
at conference just for shipping your books home, 
and they should have boxes available.)  Remem-
ber, most airlines charge per bag now, and extra for 
going over the weight limit. 
 
Lastly... Have fun.  This will be something you will 
remember for a very long time.    
 

(Continued from page 1) 

Want to Meet Up with a LARA Member at Conference:   

 

A LARA Board Member will be in the Hotel Lobby each night at 7PM to go to dinner.  
Just look for a familiar face.   

(Also, contact Erica at etnsuz@yahoo.com for a Conference Attendee Cell Phone List) 

http://www.eharlequin.com/store.html?cid=749
http://www.eharlequin.com/store.html?cid=749
mailto:etnsuz@yahoo.com?subject=Conference%20Phone%20List
http://www.RWANational.org
http://www.RWANational.org
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paid for this conference, so make sure you get 
the best experience for your money.   

 

 Worksheets are usually available at each work-
shop, so do not feel that you have to print out the 
worksheets ahead of time.  Take what they offer, 
and print out anything you missed later on.   

  

 If you did not get an appointment with an agent or 
editor before conference, you still have the 
chance to get one.  Simply go by the sign-up 
room each morning and see if someone else can-
celled their appointment at the last minute.  This 
happens often since many authors will sell their 
book before conference, thus no longer needing 
their appointment. 

 

 Swing by the on-site bookstore at least once dur-
ing the conference.  They will have the most 
amazing craft books available—books you have 
never even heard of—all for the regular retail 
price.  Guaranteed, you will find something you 
want to buy.    

 

 Although you can buy autographed books from 
your favorite authors at the Literacy Autographing 
on the first night, you can also get those same 
autographed books for free at the Publisher Book 
Signings.  Publishers bring hundreds of their au-
thors’ books to give away.  So, while I will recom-
mend you buy at least one book from the Literacy 
Autographing on the first night (after all, it is for 
an excellent cause), do not feel that you have to 
go overboard unless you really want too.   

 

 You will get SO MANY free books at the confer-
ence from workshops, book signings, and lunch-
eons, that you will soon find you have no room in 
your luggage.  If you don’t want to hurt some-
one’s feelings, then swing by registration.  The 
conference will have set up a table there where 
you can leave books (or take others’ free books) 
without anyone getting their feelings hurt.   

 

 Do go to Midnight Madness.  You can find some 
very interesting Writer-related items on sale from 
RWA Chapters across the country.  The proceeds 
for these items help out the corresponding chap-
ters, and products include mugs, pens, books, t-
shirts, etc.  You will be amazed at how clever a 
lot of these products are, so check them out even 
if you do not want to spend any money.   

 

 Do go to the Goody Room.  The Goody Room 
has giveaways from many of the published au-
thors.  These items include pens (which come in 
handy should you lose yours), chocolate, band 
aids, first aid kits, bookmarkers, and many other 
interesting items.  Even if you don’t take anything, 
check it out.  It will give you ideas on how to mar-
ket your own books when you get published.   

 

 Go to at least one Publisher’s Book Signing 
Event, especially if you are looking for new au-
thors to read.  As stated before, you can get 
books for free at these events.   

 

 At the Publisher’s Book Signing Event, you usu-
ally only receive ONE free book from an author.  
However, at the end of the hour, the authors usu-
ally just want to get rid of all their books.  As a 
result, they will happily hand you one of each of 
their books, and even several of their books.  It’s 
a great way to get free autographed copies for 
your friends.   

 

 Breakfast and Lunch are free.  However, if you 
still get hungry, there are restaurants, bars and 
coffee shops at the hotel.  Feel free to take your 
drinks into the workshops, but be kind and leave 
food outside.   

 

 Take everything you hear with a grain of salt.  
You will be amazed at the amount of information 
people will share with you.  However, what works 
for one person will not always work for you.  So, 
listen, take note, then decide if it’s worth remem-
bering or not. 

   

 You can buy a CD of this year’s workshops at the 
Conference, and get a discount on last year’s 
workshops.  Even if you don’t buy this year’s CD, 
last year’s CD is usually too good a bargain to 
pass up.  It is worth the small fee.    

 

 Lastly, take an hour off here or there.  Although 
you may be inclined to go to every workshop 
every hour, this kind of grueling schedule will 
have you dropping before the last day.  So, in-
stead of missing a class that is important to you 
because you are exhausted, head back to your 
hotel room for an hour or two and allow yourself 
to unwind.   
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Schedule of Events to Remember 

Daily 7:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. RWA Registration 

Wednesday, July 15 8:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Librarians' Day Event 

  9:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. Chapter Leadership Seminar 

  2:30 - 5:00 p.m. Librarian and Bookseller Networking Event 

  5:30 - 7:30 p.m. "Readers for Life" Literacy Autographing 

  8:00 - 9:00 p.m. First Timers' Orientation 

Thursday, July 16 8:30 - 10:15 a.m. Opening Session, featuring Janet Evanovich 

  10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Annual General Meeting 

  2:00 - 5:00 p.m. PRO Retreat 

  2:00 - 5:00 p.m. Workshops 

  8:00 p.m. - Midnight Moonlight Madness Bazaar 

Friday, July 17 8:30 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. Workshops 

  8:30 - 10:30 a.m. PAN Retreat 

  9:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. Editor/Agent Appointments 

  3:00 - 5:00 p.m. RITA & Golden Heart Finalists Reception 

Eating Time: 

Wednesday, July 15 
12:30 - 2:00 p.m. Librarians' Day Luncheon, 

featuring Stella Cameron 

  12:30 - 1:30 p.m. 
Chapter Leadership 
Luncheon 

Thursday, July 16 8:30 - 10:15 a.m. 
Opening Session, featuring 
Janet Evanovich 

  12:15 - 2:00 p.m. 
Keynote Luncheon, featur-
ing Linda Howard 

Friday, July 17 7:30 - 8:30 a.m. Continental Breakfast 

  12:15 - 2:00 p.m. 
Awards Luncheon, featur-
ing Eloisa James 

Saturday, July 18 7:30 - 8:30 a.m. Continental Breakfast 

Book Signings to Remember 

Thursday, July 16 3:00 - 4:30 p.m. Avon Book Signing 

Friday, July 17 9:45 - 11:15 a.m. Harlequin Book Signing 

  9:45 - 11:15 a.m. Pocket Book Signing 

  3:00 - 4:30 p.m. Berkley Book Signing 

  3:00 - 4:30 p.m. 
Grand Central Book Sign-
ing 

A Picture of 2008’s Literacy Autographing Event 
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