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Promoting Excellence in Romantic Fiction through Education and Community 

LARA Presents  
Meet the Board: January 15, 2012  

Itôs a new year, and with that comes a new Board!  At Januaryôs Gen-

eral Meeting you will have the opportunity to meet the new Board mem-

bers and hear some of their exciting ideas for LARA throughout the next 

year.   

What would you like to see our chapter accomplish in 2012? How can 

LARA better serve you and your needs as a romance author?  What 

resources, events, opportunities, traditions would you like to see imple-

mented, continued, or done away with?  The meeting on January 15th 

is the perfect opportunity to share these thoughts and more. 

Canôt attend the meeting this month?  Or maybe you just canôt wait for 

Sunday to learn more? 

Never fear!   

Starting on Page 4 of this issue of LARA Confidential, you will find short 

interviews with each of the new Board members, so you can familiarize 

yourself with who we are and what our hopes/plans are for LARA.  We 

are always open to questions and comments, and encourage each 

member to take an active stance in making LARA the best chapter pos-

sible.  

President: Erica Barton 

Executive Vice President: Christine Ashworth 

Secretary: Cara King 

Treasurer: Ericka Scott 

Programming Director: Victoria Russell 

Director of Membership: Veronica Blade 

Director of Public Relations: Niki Channel 

Director of Ways and Means: Kathy Bennett 

Newsletter Editor: Laura Sheehan 

Web Master: Larry Lundin 

PAN Liaison: Trisha Albright 

 PRO Liaison: Tanya Hanson 

The Newsletter of the Los Angeles Romance Authors Chapter of RWAÈ 
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 Upcoming LARA Events  
February 19:   

The topic of our February General Meeting will be Offshoots of Romance for Los Angeles Ro-
mance Authors: Young Adult, Inspirational, and Cozy Mystery. Speakers include Charlotte 
Carter (aka: Charl McClay - inspirational), Lauren Strasnick (YA) and Rochelle Staab (cozy mys-
tery) . 

March 18:  

Join author Christie Ridgway as she discusses the State of Contemporary Romance at our 
General Meeting in March.  

SPEW:  

Donôt forget that SPEW (Stop Procrastinating Everybody Write) starts the Monday after our regu-

lar monthly meeting.  To join the SPEW mailing list, please email sarahevance@gmail.com. 

Author Critique Opportunity Drawing:  

For just one dollar, you can buy a chance to get your manuscript read by one of LARA's fabulous 
published authors or a chance to get your website/blog reviewed by our resident blog expert, LA-
RA President Erica Barton!  You can buy your raffle ticket (or many raffle tickets) at the begin-
ning each General Meeting.  The more tickets you buy, the greater your chances of winning, and 
the more you will help out our chapter! 

 Other Events  
January 21: 

AAUW and Sisters in Crime present Passport to International Intrigue. From noir to cozies, 
join four masters of mystery, murder and mayhem as they discuss their writing craft, captivating 
characters, and foreign locales!  Speakers include Lisa Brackmann, Hannah Dennison, Jeri 
Westerson, and Eric Stone.  The event will take place on Saturday, January 21 at 2:00 p.m. to 
4:00 p.m. at the Grant R. Brimhall Library, 1401 E. Janss Road, Thousand Oaks. 

February 6ð24: 

The Lowcountry Romance Writers of America Chapter (LRWA) is hosting five online workshops 
during the month of February:  1) The Slippery Art of Book Reviewing; 2) Dreaded Synopsis; 3) 
Whose Story is This? The Nuts and Bolts of POV (ends Feb 17); 4) Completing Your Mystery; 
and 5) Fiction to Freelance in Six Easy Steps.  All classes are conducted via email and registra-
tion is $16 per course.  Visit http://lowcountryrwa.com/online-workshops/ for more information. 

February 25: 

The first annual Passion and Prose Conference (in Long Beach) will bring 500 romance read-
ers and 50 of their most beloved romance writers together for a fabulous day of conversation and 
fun. Tickets are $125 and authors include Meg Cabot, Christina Dodd, Gail Carriger, and 50 oth-
er fabulous romance authors. For more information, please visit www.passionandprose.org.  

mailto:sarahevance%40gmail.com
http://lowcountryrwa.com/online-workshops/
http://www.passionandprose.org/
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Presidential Prattle  
Beginnings 

By Erica Barton, LARA President 

When our new newsletter editor, Laura, told 

me that she wanted to make the first newsletter 

about ñBeginningsò, I had to sit and think for a 

while about what I would write about.  I thought 

about the New Year and New Goals and things 

I hope for in my own lifeébut not much was 

popping into my mind about ñBeginnings.ò   

Until I thought of one 

thing ï The Biggest 

Loser TV show.   

You see, I am a BIG 

Biggest Loser fan.  Eve-

ry Tuesday night when 

it comes on, I curl up on 

my couch under a big 

fuzzy blanket, my bun-

ny rabbit slippers, a big 

bowl of popcorn, a 20-ounce Coca Cola, and a 

King-Sized Bag of M&Ms (plain instead of pea-

nut butterï my only concession to weight loss).   

As I munch away at my goody stash ï occa-

sionally picking the random popcorn kernel 

from my teeth ï I sigh over Bobôs hot body and 

shed a few tears at the stories of the contest-

ants.  I let the contestantsô tales of heart break 

inspire me (to reach for more chocolate) as I 

sigh and think ñWhy canôt I lose weight like they 

do?  They are so amazing.ò   

(And look at Bobéheôs so yummy.  *Sigh*)   

Of course, I know the answer to why I donôt 

lose weight like I want.  After 11+ Seasons of 

The Biggest Loser, how could I not?  Everyone 

on the show says the same thing over and over 

again.  They say, ñJust start.  Get off the 

couch and start.  Today.  It doesnôt matter 

how big the step is or how much you do, as 

long as you start.ò    

And of course I donôt.  (What can I say?  I have 

a comfortable couch.)   

Still, there is a valuable lesson in the show.  

For me, that lesson is ñto begin; to start.ò  My 

New Yearôs Resolutions may fall flat this year, 

but at least I have goals in mind, and even sev-

eral ñfalse startsò are better than doing nothing.   

I guess the real reason I am saying this is that 

being Chapter President to a fantastic group 

like LARA is as scary to me as trying to lose 50 

pounds.  Sometimes it seems almost impossi-

ble, but itôs a start for me.  Itôs moving in a new 

direction, one that makes me as jittery as much 

as it excites me.   

But check me out ï Iôm off the couch and the 

bunny slippers are off.  (Now thatôs a start.)  

In the same way, I know all that I hope for each 

LARA member this year.  My hope is that all 

will succeed at whatever they plan.  But even if 

you have false starts, rememberé thereôs a 

choice.  To start.  To begin.  To give something 

and try and see what works and what fails.  

Will all our plans for the New Year succeed?  

(Not if the jumbo bag of M&Ms I polished off 

the other day is any type of indicatoré)   

Still, a plan is a starté a beginning.   

I feel good about this yearé like anything is 

possible.  I hope you feel it too.  

May all your plans have a wonderful start (and 

hopefully a triumphant finish).   

Sites I blog at:  www.OneHourBookkeeper.com; 

www.BabiesAndBaggage.com;  

www.AirlinesThatFlyTo.com 

(Hello Bob Harper!!!)   

http://www.OneHourBookkeeper.com
http://www.BabiesAndBaggage.com
http://www.BabiesAndBaggage.com
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MEET THE BOARD  

Erica Barton - Chapter President  
Pen Names: E.T. Barton and A.J. Clare 

LARA Member Since: February 2008   

Have you served on the LARA Board in the past? I became the 

Newsletter Editor in August of 2008 when Taishan Jackson stepped 

down.  Then in 2009 and 2010, I was reelected as the Newsletter 

Editor.  In 2009, I stepped into the Treasurer position when that 

yearôs Treasurer stepped down, and I stepped into Secretary in 2011 

when Carol Ericson had to step down.   

What would you like to see happen in 2012?  Action.  I want to act on the Published Authors 

needs for Marketing Help.  I want to see the Chapter jump in and help the Published Authors as 

well.  I want to watch our Authors get sales like never before and hit the Bestseller lists.  I would 

like to see a place made for our Self-Published Authors, so that they donôt feel embarrassed to 

admit they are Self-Published.  And finally, I would like to see more of our Non Published Authors 

publish their first book in 2012 through whichever route they are most comfortable with.   

What do you write? I have self-published two Bookkeeping Books (which are doing incredibly 

well considering the topic).  I blog about bookkeeping and travel.  I also write Historical Romance 

and Mainstream with Romantic Comedy Elements (although I prefer the phrase ñChick Litò).   

Who are some of your favorite authors?  My favorite authors include Lisa Kleypas, Julia 

Quinn, Johanna Lindsey and Tim Ferris.  

Tell us a little bit about yourself: To give a very brief bio about me and my job experience, I 

ran my own Office Administration business since 2002.  Half of my clients were small businesses 

that I did bookkeeping for.  The other half of my business was doing market research for all types 

of companies.  I have done projects for big companies like Kelloggs, Paramount, the Staples 

Center, and Starbucks (just to name a few of the biggies).  However, Iôve also done a lot of re-

search for smaller businesses like non-profit museums, shopping centers, and even once an In-

die filmmaker.  My job in researching for these companies was to analyze business models, their 

competition, and their financial documents in order to map the best route to a successful out-

come for any project.   

In 2010, I decided to drop everything and travel around the world with my family.  I gave up my 

business and became a full time blogger, which I love.  I now make the majority of my money 

from my blog and from doing internet marketing.   

Having said all that, I like to sew, play roller derby, and draw.  I ride a Harley and drive a Mus-

tang Convertible.  I have also travelled to more than 15 countries around the world, many of 

them with my husband and two kids.  And when I was in college, I lived for a year in Dublin Ire-

land studying ï what else ï Irish men and Guinness.  (Itôs a yummy combination.)    
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Christine Ashworth - Executive Vice President  

How long have you been a member of LARA? 10 years 

Have you served on the LARA Board in the past?  Yes - I don't remember when, but I've 

been secretary twice, co-newsletter person, and VP twice - no, three times. Or was it twice? I 

don't remember...lol! 

What would you like to see happen in 2012?  I hope 2012 brings more conversation about 

indie pubs and self-pubs, more information about the complications of social media for the au-

thor, and a lot more first contracts for our members! 

What do you write? I write paranormal romance - DEMON SOUL came out last spring from 

Crescent Moon Press, and DEMON HUNT should be out this year. I also write contemporary 

YA.  

Who are some of your favorite authors? I've got too many to men-

tion. But of course, all the LARA folks come first! 

Any comments/thoughts for your fellow LARA Members? A writing 

career is like running a marathon, not a sprint. You've got to be willing 

to train like crazy and hang in there for the long haul. 

Where can we find you online?  Blog: http://christine-ashworth.com; 

Facebook link: https://www.facebook.com/ChristineAshworthAuthor; 

Twitter: https://www.facebook.com/ChristineAshworthAuthor 

 

Cara King - Secretary  

How long have you been a member of LARA? 10 years 

Have you served on the LARA Board in the past?  Nope!  (Though 

I've been on a lot of committees.) 

What would you like to see happen in 2012?  This year, the RWA 

National Conference is in Anaheim, and I think that will be our primary 

focus for the first half of the year.  After that, we'll all be gearing up 

for the Southern California conference.  So it will be a very conference-

themed year, and I expect that will get our collective enthusiasm up, 

and keep it there. I'm certainly looking forward to both! 

What do you write? I had a traditional Regency Romance published by Signet Regency (NAL) 

before their line folded, and now I'm pursuing YA while dabbling in science fiction. I write in too 
 

(Continued on page 6) 

http://christine-ashworth.com
https://www.facebook.com/ChristineAshworthAuthor
https://www.facebook.com/ChristineAshworthAuthor
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many genres, and always have -- it's a blessing and a curse, but it does keep things fun. 

Who are some of your favorite authors? Ooh, so many good ones to choose from!  Diana 

Wynne Jones, Lois McMaster Bujold, Georgette Heyer, Megan Whalen Turner, Jennifer Crusie, 

Barbara Metzger, Jane Austen, Ellen Emerson White -- and I could go on for days (as I'm sure 

we all could.) 

Fun Facts: When I'm in a weird mood, I write installments of "Austen Trek" -- which is what Star 

Trek would be if Jane Austen had written it. 

 

Ericka Scott - Treasurer  

How long have you been a member of LARA? I have been a member 

of LARA for approximately two years. 

Have you served on the LARA Board in the past?  Yes. I was Ways 

and Means AND Treasurer last year.  

What would you like to see happen in 2012?  I'm really excited about 

where 2012 is going to take the chapter.  The world of publishing is 

changing by the minute, and with all of the energy, enthusiasm, and in-

novations of the members of LARA, I think we are poised for success as 

both individuals and as a chapter. Last year, my focus was to get the records converted to 

Quickbooks for ease of recording and reporting. This year, I'm hoping to standardize reimburse-

ment requests (perhaps even put them online). Mundane, yes. Important nonetheless. 

What do you write? I have been published in short story format since 1997 and had my first no-

vella e-published in 2007. I write "Seductive Suspense" - my own special blending of a sexy love 

story with a suspenseful mystery. 

Who are some of your favorite authors? Yes, I adore Nora Roberts, but my first loves were 

the Nancy Drew mysteries and Agatha Christie's books . And yes, I have the complete collec-

tions of both of them (much to my family's embarrassment). I also love the Preston-Child writing 

team (horror/suspense), Dean Koontz (horror), and Jeffrey Deaver (thriller). I've also been 

known to read the backs of cereal boxes when desperate.  

Any other fun/interesting facts or comments? Hmmmm. Any fun/ interesting facts? Nope. I 

think the adjective that most fits me is "different" (but in a good way) . But if you are wanting to 

know the mundane things, I'm married and have three children, two of which were adopted from 

Guatemala. I'm lucky enough to be able to be a stay-at-home mom (for a few more years any-

way), I love to travel, I love to read, and I love camping. I was also a cat person until we got our 

Lab eight years ago...now I'm firmly in the dog camp and to prove it, we got a poodle puppy. If 

(Continued from page 5) Meet Christine Ashworth 
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you find any of this interestingé well, let's just say that your life might be more boring than mine 

is! 

Where can we find you online?  I am on Facebook at http://facebook.com/ericka.scott and my 

Twitter identity is @ErickaScott.  You can also find out more about me and my books at 

www.erickascott.com 

 

 

Victoria Leigh Russell - Director of Programming  

How long have you been a member of LARA? It will be my one year an-
niversary with LARA in May 2012. 

Have you served on the LARA Board in the past?  Never been on the 
board before. 

What would you like to see happen in 2012?  I see LARA as a very ec-
lectic mix of savvy authors who are establishing new genres, modes of pub-
lication and working to keep the genre of romance one of the most success-
ful in the publishing industry. For 2012 I hope our membership grows and 
that our Programs educate, enthrall and entertain our general membership. 
LARA has given me a community of wonderful funny new friends and has 

made me feel like my dream of becoming a published romance author is not only a possibility but 
a reality that I am steps away from. I have learned so much. The challenges I foresee will be to 
drum up membership and continue to find a way for self published authors to find their voice. It 
may also be a challenge to keep creating activities and opportunities for our membership to gath-
er while keeping their costs low. 
 
What do you write? I am not published but I'm hoping to change that in 2012! I write contempo-
rary romance and am interested in breaking off into paranormal romance and I also love south-
ern gothic and my current WIP explores that. 
 
Who are some of your favorite authors? Diana Gabaldon is one of my favorites in the ro-
mance genre. I love classic literature and so of course all the standards come to mind--C.S. Lew-
is. Roald Dahl, Madeline L'Engle, Edna St. Vincent Millay. More contemporary authors like Su-
zanne Collins are favorites, too. 
 
Any other fun/interesting facts or comments?  I LOVE CUPCAKES! It's kind of a problem for 
me. Anything with red velvet--I'm your new best friend. I also love knitting, and living by the 
ocean. My dream is to become published and be able to live in the San Francisco Bay area. 
 
Where can we find you online?  Twitter: @Writer_VLR; My website is launching January 15th: 
www.victorialeighrussell.com. 
 

(More ñMeet the Boardò interviews can be found starting on page 12) 

(Continued from page 6) Meet Ericka Scott 

http://facebook.com/ericka.scott
http://www.erickascott.com/
http://www.victorialeighrussell.com
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New Releases 

by LARA 

Members  




